ANOTHER LETTER TO ETHELDRYTH.    149

one rejoice in tribulations, because of the hope of
eternal beatitude, as the Apostle says, c By much
tribulation we must enter into the kingdom of
God/ and,, * The Lord chasteneth every son whom
He receiveth **; and of the Apostles He saith,' They
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for
His name/

"Let your love know that your spiritual Son
the Lord Jesus is not mortal. He lives, He lives.,
on the right hand of God He lives and reigns.

" Be not broken down by the death of your son
after the flesh, the departure of his body,, but
labour every hour, every moment, that his soul
may live in happiness with Christ. Let the hope
of His goodness be your consolation, for many are
the mercies of God. He has left thee thy son's
survivor that through thy intercessions and alms
He may have mercy on him too. It may be that
he died in his sins, but in the divine pity it may
be wrought that he live ; for the robber who in
his wickedness hanged with Christ was saved in
the mercy of Christ. Mourn not for him whom
you can not recall. If he is with God, mourn him
not as lost, but be glad that he has gone before
you into rest. If there are two friends, the death
of the first to die is happier than the death of the
other, for he has one to intercede for him daily
with brotherly love, and to wash with tears the
errors of his earlier life. And doubt not that the
care of pious solicitude which you have for his
soul is profitable. It profits thee and him. Thee,
that thou, dost it in faith and love; him, that
either his pain is lightened or his bliss is increased*